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Welcome, from your Governmental Affairs Team, to 
REALTOR® Day on the Hill! 

Here are four issues that you may wish to mention to your 
legislators as you meet with them. Some items are bills left 
over from last year, and keep in mind that the bill filing dead-
line is not until February 1, 2018, so there will be additional 
bills filed that you will see after this date. 

Please remember to thank your legislator for the time and ef-
fort they are giving to represent their district and to represent 
issues that concern our business every day. 

As you meet with your legislators, please be polite and ap-
proach your meeting with them as you would any time you 
are trying to discuss issues with anyone. The worst thing you 
can do is get pushy or argumentative. All legislators will not 
agree with our group on every bill, and if not, be pleasant 
about it and be sure to report back to your lobbyist any legis-
lator(s) that have problems with bills that impact REALTORS®. 

Thank you for your participation and letting your legislators 
know you are an active, politically savvy group!

1. Short-term Rentals 
This bill is only mentioned because there were several that 
were filed last year and only one is still remaining. The bill that 
is remaining and still pending is SB1086/HB1020. The House 
sponsor is Rep. Cameron Sexton from Crossville, and the Sen-
ate sponsor is Sen. John Stevens from Huntingdon. 

This bill underwent many amendments and transformations 
until it was finally put together. At one time, it appeared that 
the bill would proceed simply concerning the collection of 
taxes by short-term rental organizations and how the taxes 
would be remitted. During the time that the bill was being 
considered, the Nashville’s Metro City Council passed an or-
dinance to outlaw completely short-term rentals. Toward the 
very end of last year’s Session, on the last day, May 9, 2017, 
the Senate Finance Committee put back on the amendment 



that would preempt local governments from regulating short-
term rentals, and would have the State, in effect, doing the 
regulating by way of State law. After much discussion in the 
Committee, it was deferred to the first calendar of 2018. The 
purpose of the deferral was to give Metro and other munic-
ipalities time to work with the short-term rental folks and 
come up with a compromise they could live with. 

Within the last week, the Metro Council met again and voted 
to phase out, over a period of time, all short-term rentals that 
were not owner occupied. It is likely that this bill will get much 
attention very shortly. 

Your Tennessee REALTORS® have taken a neutral position on 
this bill thus far because of the fact that we have members 
that are on both sides of this issue. There are those that com-
pletely oppose short-term rentals that sell residential proper-
ties and view it as something that hurts the property values of 
surrounding residential areas, and we have REALTORS® that 
have short-term rentals. 

2. Professional Privilege Tax
There are several bills pending from last year regarding the 
Professional Privilege Tax. It would be good for you to let your 
legislator know that the Tennessee REALTORS® would like to 
see the Professional Privilege Tax repealed. 

The bills were all taken off notice in Finance Committees be-
cause of the fiscal impact on the State. However, you might 
kindly point out that, with the Hall Income Tax being repealed, 
the repeal of the Professional Privilege Tax on those people 
who were subject to it is only fair because certain professions 
are included and certain professions are not included, and the 
State budget should be able to operate without this addition-
al money.

3. Service of Process — Repossession of a 
Landlord’s Property 
SB1655 by Sen. John Stevens and HB1667 by Rep. Lamberth 
are bills that you need to ask your legislators to support. 



In the course of a landlord bringing an action to take repos-
session of residential property, right now the law allows that 
to be by process served on any adult person found in pos-
session of the unit. This bill would add the ability to serve 
process on any contractually named party. That means in the 
past, when the contractually named party has moved or left 
the premises, you could not find them, you could not get ser-
vice. This would allow you to serve the contractually name 
party at any place. 

This bill could serve our property-management people well. 

4. Uniform Commercial Real Estate 
Receivership Act 
This bill was just filed, and is HB1792 by Rep. Andrew Farmer, 
and does not yet have a Senate sponsor listed. This bill is an 
effort to align receivership law all across the Country. 

This bill is intended to put all states on an even playing field 
on real estate receiverships. If this bill is adopted, the Courts 
would have less discretion upon when and how to appoint a 
Receiver, but would have more guidance on what the process 
of appointing a Receiver should entail. The Act would then al-
low Receivers to sell assets free and clear of junior liens which 
provides a method to traditional foreclosure processes. This 
would allow the property to liquidated more efficiently and 
quickly without having to go through public auction or other 
steps required by the Courts, with the Receiver having a much 
greater authority. 

We would urge you to ask your legislator to support this leg-
islation. 
______

Again, thank you for participating in REALTOR® Day on the 
Hill! The staff will be around all day, and if you need help on 
any matter, please do not hesitate to ask. 

Enjoy the chance to see the newly renovated Cordell Hull 
Building that is the new home for the State Legislative Offices. 


