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New President, New Congress, New General Assembly 
 
Elections of 2016 have just ended and besides the electors for President-elect Trump casting their 

ballots on December 19 ascending him to the Office of the Presidency, the next step for everyone 

involved is to return to governing. In his victory comments, President-elect Trump highlighted 

infrastructure spending, putting millions to work rebuilding America. Higher government 

spending is likely to boost short-term economic growth but it will take time for any policies to be 

implemented. And there will be short-term uncertainty that comes from not knowing which of 

the other campaign comments and proposals will be implemented in conjunction with the 

Republican controlled Congress. 

 

And while change can be a good thing, it is often challenging. Tennessee has proven to be a 

well-managed state including bragging rights to a AAA Bond Rating from all major ratings 

agencies, even in the wake of previous discord in Washington. It is our opinion Tennessee 

Realtors® should consider taking a cautiously optimistic perspective on the impact of the likely 

policy changes coming out of Washington, D.C., over the next few years. It is our hope that just 

as in Tennessee where the Governor and the General Assembly are of the same party, the federal 

government will benefit from the unification. 

 

Acknowledging these policy changes underscores the importance of our work on your behalf 

with the Executive and Legislative Branches of Tennessee’s government, along with key 

policymakers to proactively charter the best course for our client’s interests. 

 



While there was change in Washington, those changes didn’t change the governing structure in 

Tennessee. The Tennessee General Assembly will remain under a Republican super majority for 

2017-2018. The changes in Tennessee will be in the leadership of both the House and Senate. 

Lieutenant Governor and Senate Speaker Ron Ramsey’s (R, Blountville) decision to not seek 

reelection has made way for his likely successor, current Senate Finance Committee Chairman 

Randy McNally (R, Oak Ridge.)  

 

And in the Tennessee House, Speaker Beth Harwell (R, Nashville) was reelected in her district 

but has a likely challenger for the Speaker’s position, Jimmy Matlock (R, Lenoir City).  The 

Republican Majority Leader Gerald McCormick (R, Chattanooga) has stepped down from the 

position and two candidates have emerged as likely successors: current House Republican 

Caucus Chairman Glen Casada (R, Franklin) and Mike Carter (R, Ooltewah). Representative 

Casada’s decision to run for Majority Leader has opened up the position of Majority Caucus 

Chairman and Representatives Ryan Williams (R, Cookeville) and Kevin Brooks (R, Cleveland) 

have expressed interest publically. The replacement of these leadership posts will impact other 

appointed committee and caucus leadership positions. Additionally, House Insurance and 

Banking Committee Chairman Steve McManus (R, Cordova) was narrowly defeated. Replacing 

a popular and powerful committee chairman will also create a ripple effect in the House 

Republican Caucus. 

 

The ending of the 2016 Presidential campaign marks the beginning of the 2018 gubernatorial 

election season in Tennessee. Governor Bill Haslam (R) is term limited and the Governor’s race 

is shaping up to be interesting. There are several potential candidates being discussed including 

4th Congressional District Representative Diane Black (R, Gallatin), State Senate Majority 

Leader Mark Norris (R, Collierville), State Senator Dr. Mark Green (R, Clarksville) and current 

Tennessee Economic and Community Development Commissioner Randy Boyd. This election 

will begin to develop in the coming months as any one of these leaders could emerge as an early 

front-runner. 

 

With Tennessee being an early state to support President-elect Trump, it’s likely we can expect a 

few individuals from around the state to be asked to come to Washington and help manage the 



country. Those individuals may very well come from the pool of state and local elected officials 

who will also have to be replaced. 

 

Overall the theme of yesterday’s election was change – almost 60 million Americans and a 

majority of states voted for new and different policies. It will continue to be the goal of the 

Farrar & Bates team to position all of our clients to be ready for these new and different policies 

which are coming from Washington in the coming years.  

 
The Tennessee Election by the Numbers 
President: Donald Trump, 61% - 35%, 2.4 million votes cast, 1.6 million early votes 
 
Congress:  
All of the current members of the Tennessee Congressional Delegation were reelected except in 
Tennessee’s 8th Congressional District where incumbent Stephen Fincher (R, Frog Jump) did not 
seek reelection. David Kustoff (R, Memphis) was handily elected to replace Congressman 
Fincher.  Realtors® were in strong support of all those successful in the election.   
 
Tennessee Senate 
With the retirement of Lt. Gov. Ramsey (R, Blountville), Representative Jon Lundberg (R, 
Bristol) was elected to the open State Senate seat. The Republicans maintained a 28-5 majority 
over the Democrats with the only a couple of highly contested races. In one of those Senator Dr. 
Steve Dickerson (R, Nashville) who was handily reelected by over 12 points in the most 
competitive Senate race in the State and Realtors® were very active in the campaign.   
 
Tennessee House 
The Republicans gained one additional seat in the House moving their majority up to 74-25. 
There will be nine new House members from around the state, 7 Republicans and 2 Democrats. 
 
Bottom Line 
Realtor® will remain active in the Tennessee General Assembly and are excited to see so many 
friends ready to serve Tennessee, protect our industry and defend private property rights.  

 


